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The Collis family have been valued Members of the 
Association for over 75 years.  Brian held various  
other roles within the Association, such as President 
in 1994, appointed as Guardian in 2001 and was 
awarded Life Membership of the Association in 2008. 
  
In 2017 Collis Plumbing Pty Ltd celebrated the               
milestone of 75 years continuous membership  
with the Association.   
 
Brian was staying in his adopted home of Fiji with  
his family when he passed away on  
24th June 2020. 
 
Brian’s daughter Sue advised of his passing  
on 28th July 2020.  Sue has been advised that his 
long association with The Master Plumbers  
Association of NSW would be formally  
acknowledged and a copy of this “tapped in”  
will be forwarded to her. 
 
The Association has lost a friend, a champion  
of the membership, a strong player on both the  
state and national stage and the acknowledgements 
on the next page demonstrate his love for his  
industry and his profession. 
 
Our sincere condolences go to Brian’s family, his 
friends and colleagues in the plumbing industry. 
 
 
Paul Naylor 
Chief Executive Officer 
 

   It is with a heavy heart and much sadness that I announce to                       
   you the passing of one of our members  

~ Brian Collis ~ 



         . . . From our Members: 
Some of these comments were addressed to Brian’s daughter Sue, in other correspondence. 

 *   *   *   *   *   *  
 

“It was sad news to hear of Brian’s  passing, may he rest in peace. Brian’s involvement in the MPA was well before my time 
but I did have the pleasure of being invited to his home in Fiji when we had a conference over there and enjoyed Brian and 
his wife’s company and hospitality”.   
(Callum McKay, President 2018-present) 
 

 *   *   *   *   *   *  
“It was good to know Brian, he had a lot of input into the running of the organisation and he was very easy to speak to”.   
(Barry Birch, Guardian and Past President 2011-2012) 
 

 *   *   *   *   *   *  
“My condolences to his family”.    
(Evan Campbell, Past President 2016-2017) 
 

 *   *   *   *   *   *  
“It was sad to hear of Brian's passing away. He had represented the association and the industry on many occasions and in 
many forums throughout the country.  He had a great understanding of what was best for the industry and had a knack of 
being able to stimulate debate and conversation on any subject to bring it to a conclusion.  He was well respected by his 
peers for his knowledge and understanding of what needed to be achieved within the industry and endeavoured to make it 
happen.  I will miss a long time friend and travelling companion”.    
(Ray Hallatt, Guardian and Past President 1999-2000) 
 

 *   *   *   *   *   *  

“Sorry to hear. Brian was good at putting up an alternate argument. He made you think about both sides of a discussion.  
May he rest in peace”.     
(Ashley Lowther, Past President 2013-2014) 

 

 *   *   *   *   *   *  
“It is with great regret that we learned of the death of Association stalwart Brian Collis who died in June in Fiji where he lived 
since his retirement, which explains why there was a delay in the sad news filtering through to us. 
 

Brian served on the Executive Committee in most roles including his Presidency and later as Guardian. All of these offices he 
served with distinction.  He is remembered for his distinct style in the conduct of meetings which led to a less circuitous path 
to decision making.   Brian and his brother Laurie conducted their business, Collis Plumbing which they took over from their 
father Pat Collis who was Foundation President of the St George Branch of the MPA. 
 

Pat, sons Brian and Laurie were active members of the St George Sailing Club where they both crewed and skippered their 
16foot skiffs, often at representative level. Pat, and later, Brian both served as Presidents of the club.  In his younger days 
Brian was a keen member of Apex, and, I believe became a District Governor. He later joined Kogarah Rotary club whose 
membership included father Pat and brother Laurie where they were involved in many community projects.   
 

Brian will be remembered for his integrity and warm sense of humour.  Often, on occasions such as this we hear the         
statement,” we shall never see his like again”. I am optimistic enough to think that we will, but it might take some time”.    
(Allan Colquhoun AM, Past President 1991-1992) 
 

 *   *   *   *   *   *  
“Your father and I were on the Board at MPA for years.  I had a few holidays in Fiji with my wife Corina and my (very young) 
children many years back, in which we had some great times together with Judy and Brian who were very generous with their 
time showing us around their new found paradise.  Just thought you should know your dad was a good fellow, and a good 
stamp of a man.  Wishing you and his loved ones strength in these difficult times”.                       
(Greg McElroy, Past President 2005-2007) 
 

 *   *   *   *   *   *  


