
Duties
A trade qualified plumber is 
licensed to complete duties under 
the direction of a licensed plumber 
in:

Basic Plumbing
Water Plumbing
Sanitary Drainage
Drainage Plumbing
Gas Plumbing (up to 150 Kpa) 
Roof Plumbing

Qualification
To become a trade qualified 
plumber in NSW you will need 
to complete a four (4) year 
apprenticeship in Certificate III in 
Plumbing, Drainage and Gasfitting.

Your apprenticeship will include:

Theoretical training
Practical skills training
Being paid to learn
Training at a Registered
Training organisation (RTO) 
Training on the job with a 
plumber for a minimum of 4 
days a week
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PLUMBING — A career that you can rely on
History has shown us that plumbers are extremely important people in our society. Wherever people settle, they always need plumbers. 

Clean water and reliable plumbing are not only vital to public health but they are also an integral part of modern day life—how many of us 
could go without the luxury of a hot bath or shower? Without competent plumbers, disease would be rife, sanitation non-existent, clean 
fresh water from a tap only a dream and heating would consist of a coal or log fire.

It takes years of training to become qualified and a career in plumbing calls for a dedication to lifelong learning, as the rate of technological 
advancement is rapid.

An understanding of math and science is vital, and those on the tools need a head for heights, the ability to work in confined conditions and 
the stamina to complete physically demanding jobs.

The Job
Plumbing is best defined as: “work associated 
with the provision of water supply pipe work 
including that used for fire fighting; all forms 
of space heating, gas installation, sanitary 
appliances, discharge pipe work and drainage; 
the weathering of structures and buildings.”

As you can see, plumbing embraces a large area 
of work:

Dealing with piped systems
for water such as fitting 
bathrooms, radiators 
and sprinkler systems etc.

The Certificate III in Plumbing Apprenticeship 
includes gas fitting, installing gas central 
heating systems, hot water services, continuous 
flow hot water services and gas fire places. 

Plumbers also deal with drainage and small 
domestic jobs such as leaky taps and blocked 
sinks and drains. Whatever area of the industry 
plumbers choose to work in, they all should 
be suitably qualified and need extensive 
knowledge of the Australian Standards that 
cover plumbing services.

There are many reasons to become a qualified 
plumber such as:

The professionalism of the trade
Diverse working conditions and tasks
The financial rewards are often lucrative
The work is challenging and diversified
The opportunity for individuals to run their 
own business and become a plumbing 
contractor.

What can a qualified plumber earn?
Self employed plumbers have  flexibility of 
lifestyle and determine what they earn by the 
amount of effort they put into building their 
business.
However, before you can become a self 
employed plumber you must complete a four 
(4) year apprenticeship to gain a Certificate III 
in Plumbing, Drainage and Gasfitting and then 
complete an additional course, Certificate IV in 
Plumbing Services.
How do I get started?
Master Plumbers Apprentices Limited (MPAL) 
is a plumbing industry specific group training 
organisation that specialises in the employment 
of plumbing apprentices. MPAL employs all of 
our apprentices under a contract or training 
and guarantees four (4) years training.

To qualify for the recruitment process you 
must:

be at least 16 years of age prior to the 
commencement of the apprenticeship.
have successfully completed Year 10 or 
greater and be prepared to undertake an 
entrance exam based on communication, 
mathematics and comprehension.

MPAL looks for enthusiasm, commitment, 
problem solving and communication skills and 
the ability to think for yourself.
You should:

have a willingness to work
display a desire to learn new skills; and
enjoy working in an indoor and outdoor 
environment.

Future Opportunities
Plumbing is a Australian National Qualification 
that is highly transportable and covers a wide 
variety of subjects including water plumbing, 
draining, gas fitting and metal roofing. Plumbers 
trained in NSW/ACT are well respected in all 
states of Australia and around the world. 
Plumbers trained in NSW/ACT can take a variety 
of opportunities including: continuing studies, 
starting their own businesses and travelling in 
Australia and/or around the world.


